
Comparative Politics Paper  
Assignment # 3: “To PR or not to PR?” 

 
Papers may be turned in at any time, but everyone 

must write one paper prior to the Fall Break!! 
 
Your paper should include a cover page and be typed, double spaced, and stapled (no paper clips, 
please!). This paper is an argumentative essay, meaning that it combines opinion with the 
marshalling of facts (i.e., research!) to support a particular argument. Any argument that rests on a 
point of fact MUST be backed up by an appropriate citation. If you are uncertain as to where you 
might find something, please ask me. Please see the “Paper Guidelines and Advice” on the course 
webpage for further tips. Your essay will be judged on the quality of its argument, not the length. 
However, it would be difficult to thoroughly answer this question in less than 3-5 pages.  
 
QUESTION: Americans often complain about the limited choice that two parties offer and long 
for a third (or fourth, or fifth) party. The “winner take all” structure of our system also means that 
three out of the last four presidential elections were won by candidates with less than half of the 
popular vote. Germany, on the other hand, has what many feel is an ideal electoral structure. 
Elections for the Bundestag combine single member districts with proportional representation. 
This creates a multiparty structure and distributes seats in pretty close correspondence with the 
popular vote. At the same time, Germany now finds itself in a political stalemate, with no obvious 
coalition of parties able to muster a majority of support in the legislature. Compare and contrast 
the American and German electoral system, assessing the pros and cons of each. Would the 
United States be better of with a Germany-style system, sticking with the structure that we have, 
or some combination in between?  
 
RESEARCH TIP: Professor Douglas J. Amy at Mount Holyoke College has a nice webpage 
dealing with issues of proportional representation. Check out “Beginning Readings”, especially 
“What are Voting Systems and Why are They Important?” 
http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/polit/damy/prlib.htm 
You should also check out the Wikipedia article on arguments for and against a two-party system.  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Two-party_system#Arguments_for_and_against 
 
 
 
REVISION AND RESUBMISSION: Papers can be revised and resubmitted for re-grading. 
You must, however, include the original paper with my comments and a copy of the “Paper 
Revision Form” (available in PDF on the course website), which asks you to explain how you have 
improved your paper. You will only receive a higher grade if the revised version shows a 
substantial improvement over the original. All revised papers are due no later than October 28. 
First submissions after that date are not eligible for revision. You are also strongly encouraged to 
discuss your papers with me prior to turning them in. This almost always results in a higher grade. 
 


