Here we will find the nodes of a complicated circuit.
Nodes are connection points between two or more circuit elements.

Pick a random element and trace out all its connections with other elements.

We see what wasn’t necessarily evident at first: the entire perimeter of the circuit is one node.

So we see that this circuit only has three nodes.

Some students count solder dots instead of connection points between elements.

If one did that with this circuit, one would find 8 dots, which is not how many nodes we have.
So it is never correct to count solder dots.

Redraw as we would typically do on a piece of paper: put a closed contour around each node.

