Analysis of Rose-Hulman Survey of Mechanical Engineering Graduates

February 2000


This report was prepared for the Department of Mechanical Engineering.  The alumni survey was prepared and administered by the Department and data entry, analysis, and reporting by the Rose-Hulman Institutional Research and Assessment office.  Six alumni classes were surveyed.  Each class responded to a set of six core attributes of the Mechanical Engineering Department goals, responding to one attribute in depth.  Participants could have responded with a paper survey or an Internet-based survey.   

Limitations of Findings


Due to the small number of respondents per class, caution should be used in generalizing the findings to the population of those surveyed.  There were 513 surveys sent with a total of 132 returns, a return rate of 26%.   See the following table for return rates per graduating class.

Year of Graduation
# of Surveys Sent Out
# of Surveys Returned
Return Rate for Class
% of All Respondents

1989
74
16
22%
12%

1992
98
27
28%
20%

1994
86
22
26%
17%

1996
78
21
27%
16%

1997
84
23
27%
17%

1998
93
23
25%
17%

Total Number of Respondents = 132

1.  Have you received an additional degree(s) since you graduated from RHIT?  Yes:

1989
n=8 (50%)

1992
n=3 (11%)

1994
n=7 (32%)

1996
n=6 (29%)

1997
n=3 (13%)

1998
n=1 (4%)

2. Do you have supervisory responsibilities?* Yes:

1989 n=11 (69%)

1992
n=15 (56%)

1994
n=7 (32%)



1996
n=7 (33%)


1997 n=2 (9%)

1998 n=10 (43%)

* In calculating the number supervised, the highest number indicated was used when respondent gave a range.

If yes, how many do you supervise? 


1-5
6-10
11-15
16-20
Over 21
Mean
Median 
Range

1989
4
3
2
1
1
11.00
10
3-30

1992
4
5
2
1
3
13.93
10
1-40

1994
2
2
0
3
0
10.86
7
3-20

1996
5
0
1
0
1
20.14
3
1-118

1997
0
1
0
0
1
20.50
20.5
10-31

1998
5
2
0
0
3
16.50
8
2-65

3. How many different job titles have you had since graduation? 


1
2
3
4
5 or More
Mean
Median 
Range


1989
0
2
2
6
6
4.63
4
2-8


1992
0
4
8
8
7
3.78
4
2-7


1994
2
7
6
4
2
2.90
3
1-6
(n=21)

1996
7
6
4
3
0
2.15
2
1-4
(n=20)

1997
8
10
5
0
0
1.87
2
1-3


1998
13
7
0
1
1
1.57
1
0-5 


4. How many different companies have you worked for since graduation?


0
1
2
3
4
5 or more
Mean
Median 
Range


1989
0
7
3
3
1
2
2.25
2
1-5


1992
1
13
5
4
1
3
2.04
1
0-6


1994
0
6
7
6
2
0
2.19
2
1-4
(n=21)

1996
1
12
6
0
1
0
1.40
1
0-4
(n=20)

1997
0
15
7
1
0
0
1.39
1
1-3


1998
1
18
4
0
0
0
1.13
1
0-2
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