MG587 – Systems Engineering and Analysis

Homework 4A
Pick a software system you use all the time, and describe the following about it, in one paragraph for each topic:

a. What it is. (Name, brief description of functionality, why and when you use it.)

b. Wasson Ch 34:  The operational utility, suitability, and effectiveness of this product for you, given the way you use it.

c. Wasson Ch 35:  The presumed system design objectives of the system, given what you know about it, in Wasson’s terms.  E.g., which of the many “Design for…” topics on pp 400-1 do you believe were prime considerations.

d. Wasson Ch 36: Try to describe the architecture of the product, as far as you can tell as a user, in Wasson’s terms.  E.g., try to reverse engineer the architecture, from what’s visible.  Try to draw an associated, naïve, “Stakeholder view of the system” to accompany your description.

e. Wasson  Ch 37:  Describe the “Entity specification requirements” in general terms, as in Wasson’s 5 points at the bottom of  433.

f. Describe which of these perspectives would be most useful, if you were trying to analyze this product in order to create a competing product, yourself. 
