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What action can you imagine from this image?
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Yes, let’s try some storyboarding…
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• Do it first,

• Then the “lessons” might sound 
familiar…

• Get out a blank sheet of paper 
and something to draw with

• In 2.5 minutes, sketch the 
“story” shown at right

• Pass it to your left
• In 2.5 min, create a new story 

about the pictures you see (and 
write it on the paper)

• Return it to the sketcher From the book  from word to image:  storyboarding and 
the filmmaking process, by Marcie Begleiter.  Michael 
Weise Productions, 2001, ISBN 0-941188-28-0, p. 78.



What’s the book say? -- Outline

Key points:
• Purpose – Elicit “Yes, But” 

reactions
• Passive, active, & interactive
• Identify players, explain what 

happens & how
• Storyboards should be sketchy
• A place to add innovative 

content

Above, right – “At the forefront of innovative content, interactivity is valuable only if it is user-friendly.”
From www.rthk.org.hk/ mediadigest/md0001/04.html

http://www.rthk.org.hk/mediadigest/md0001/04.html


Get the idea from some
Storyboard Examples

• From the movie industry, 
at www.unaballena.com/ 
prensagal.html

Anyone know this movie? 4

http://www.unaballena.com/prensagal.html
http://www.unaballena.com/prensagal.html


Storyboard Examples, cntd

• More movies --This 
one’s from Blade 
Runner

• In the movie industry, 
storyboarders don’t 
think they get enough 
credit – See 
www.tipjar.com/ 
dan/colomba.htm
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Storyboard Examples, cntd

• More movies – Ace 
Ventura:  When Nature 
Calls

Jim Carrey says, “We can’t show the real scene on this one.  From http://jonathan_carpentier.tripod.com/index2.htm.
Storyboard from Storyboarding 101, by James O. Fraioli.  Michael Weise Productions, 2000, ISBN 0-941188-25-6. 

6

http://jonathan_carpentier.tripod.com/index2.htm


Storyboard Examples, cntd

• There’s lots of other 
stuff out there like 
storyboards, from 
which you can get 
ideas.  Like Manga.  

• This is a scene from 
Kare Kano (His & Her 
Circumstances), text 
translated into German.
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Storyboard Examples, cntd

• Or the funny papers…
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Storyboard Examples, cntd
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• Hand-held mp3 player 
design, by Mark 
Hazell, from 
www.artshole.co.uk/ 
markhazell.htm .



Storyboard Examples, cntd

• From software & web 
development.  This one’s 
“Understanding your 
automobile,” at 
http://www.mcli.dist.mari
copa.edu/authoring/studio/
guidebook/storyboard_exa
mple.html

• You can check out their 
website for more about 
their methodology…

10

http://www.mcli.dist.maricopa.edu/authoring/studio/guidebook/storyboard_example.html
http://www.mcli.dist.maricopa.edu/authoring/studio/guidebook/storyboard_example.html
http://www.mcli.dist.maricopa.edu/authoring/studio/guidebook/storyboard_example.html
http://www.mcli.dist.maricopa.edu/authoring/studio/guidebook/storyboard_example.html


Ideas on
how to do these

• From a book on visual 
language –

• Storyboards are an 
example of using the 
visual for multiple 
purposes:
– Audience focus
– Designer focus
– And breadth in both

11From Designing Visual Language, by Charles Bostelnick and David D. Roberts.
Allyn and Bacon, 1998, ISBN 0-205-20022-2, p. 42.



Ideas on
how to do these

• Here’s the original 
assignment you did, 
as presented to people 
learning to do movie 
storyboards

• Notice there’s a little 
more to it…
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Ideas on
how to do these

• And here’s one 
student’s solution…

• Part 1
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• One student’s solution, 
cntd --

• Part 2

Ideas on
how to do these
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Ideas on
how to do these

• One student’s solution, 
cntd --

• Part 3
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