
Getting Started 
with Alloy

CSSE 373 – Formal Methods
Curt Clifton



Goals for Today

Everyone can run Alloy tool and has made a 
start on the lab exercises

Start to imagine how Alloy might 
automatically find bugs in our designs



Agenda

Make sure everyone can launch Alloy

Look at an Alloy example together

Alloy Lab work time

Chance to learn the tool with help 
present

In class today, finish on
your own

Lab is due Thursday 6 a.m.

Not the 
language



Getting Started

Make sure everyone can launch Alloy

Open example:

File → Open Sample Models… 
Navigate to examples → puzzles and 
open farmer.als

Click Execute button



The Farmer’s Dilemma
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Cartoon of the Day

Calling a cab means 
cutting into beer money.
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Alloy Lab

Linked from schedule

A whirlwind tour · details weeks 2–4

Due Thursday, 6 a.m.


