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NOTICE: All proposals need to be approved by the CSSE department. 




Working Title:
[Your Working Title]
Your title should be specific enough to convey the focus of your research while remaining concise. Expect this to evolve as your project develops.
1. Introduction and Research Statement
1.1 Research Statement
[State your research statement clearly and concisely in one or two sentences.]
A strong research statement is specific, answerable within your time and resource constraints, and contributes something meaningful to scholarly conversation. It should be phrased as an actual statement that can be verified. It could be a true/false statement. It could be a claim that states an x% improvement along some measurable metric.
1.2 Background and Motivation
[Provide context for your research question. What observations, puzzles, or problems motivated this inquiry? Why does this question matter?]
This section should accomplish two things: help readers understand why this question is worth asking, and demonstrate your own intellectual investment in the project. Aim for 1-2 paragraphs.
1.3 Significance
[Explain the broader significance of your research. Who would benefit from knowing the answer to your question? What conversations does it contribute to?]
Consider both scholarly significance (how it advances academic understanding) and, where applicable, practical significance (how it might inform policy, practice, or public understanding).
2. Literature Review
This section demonstrates your familiarity with existing scholarship relevant to your question. In a proposal, this need not be exhaustive but should show you understand the intellectual landscape you are entering.
2.1 Key Scholarly Conversations
[Identify and discuss the main bodies of literature relevant to your project. What are the major debates, findings, or theoretical frameworks? Organize thematically rather than source-by-source.]
Aim to synthesize rather than summarize. Show how different sources relate to each other and to your project. A proposal typically includes 2-4 paragraphs here, with the full thesis containing a more extensive review.
2.2 Gap or Contribution
[Identify the gap, limitation, or opportunity in existing scholarship that your research will address. How does your project extend, challenge, or complement existing work?]
This is where you position your own contribution. Be specific about what has not been done, what has been overlooked, or what needs reexamination.
3. Research Design and Methodology
3.1 Overall Approach
[Describe your methodological approach. What kind of research is this (qualitative, quantitative, mixed methods, historical, textual, experimental, etc.)? Why is this approach appropriate for your question?]
3.2 Data, Sources, or Materials
[Specify what evidence you will gather or analyze. This might include archival sources, interview subjects, datasets, texts, artifacts, experimental materials, etc. Be as specific as possible about what you will examine and how you will access it.]
Address feasibility: Can you actually access these materials within your timeframe? Have you confirmed availability?
3.3 Methods of Analysis
[Explain how you will analyze your data or sources. What procedures, techniques, or analytical frameworks will you use? How will you move from raw material to findings?]
3.4 Ethical Considerations
[Address any ethical issues your research raises. If working with human subjects, describe your IRB status. If using sensitive materials, explain how you will handle them responsibly.]
If your project does not involve human subjects or sensitive materials, briefly note this.
4. Anticipated Argument or Findings
[Offer a preliminary sense of what you expect to find or argue. What is your working hypothesis or tentative thesis? What outcomes do you anticipate?]
This section acknowledges that research is exploratory while showing you have thought carefully about possible directions. It is acceptable to present multiple possibilities or to acknowledge uncertainty. Your actual findings may differ from these expectations.
5. Scope and Limitations
[Acknowledge the boundaries of your project. What will you not be able to address? What limitations does your methodology impose? What factors might constrain your findings?]
Demonstrating awareness of limitations is a sign of scholarly maturity, not weakness. This section shows you understand what your project can and cannot accomplish.
6. References
[An enumerated list of papers that you mention above.]


