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What was good?  

 
This is a very useful course which acquaints students with traditional machine components such as fasteners, welds, bearings, springs, shafts, belts, chains, couplings, gears, etc.    The pace of the course is quite rapid but the students seem to be able to adapt.    There are assigned problems which illustrate well the meat of the topics.    The exams are about the proper length and do a good job of reflecting the material covered.

The industrial team design projects are an integral part of the course and have been quite successful in their own way.     The students obtain valuable experience working with industrial contacts,  functioning as team members with their peers,  preparing technical written reports for their industrial clients, and preparing and delivering oral presentations. 

This year, for the first time, we have arranged to have technical personnel from Rose Ventures to serve as “Design Review Teams” for our student design project teams.    This has worked out rather well.
What wasn't so good?  


The traditional machine design lecture presentation portion of the course has little direct relationship with the ongoing industrial team design projects.     They are both successful in their own ways but attempts probably should be made to try to “tie” them together better.

Also, it was quite difficult for only two faculty members to administer and advise the 28 team design projects with outside clients.    Even though the two instructors met each week for at least 25 minutes with each of the 28 project teams, there were times that the teams could have benefited from even more faculty interaction.
Next Time I/We Plan to Modify the Course by Changing/Trying

We are going to continue to try to involve more faculty with the advisement of the team design projects that are furnished from our industrial clients.    This additional student/faculty interaction would be beneficial to all if it could be arranged. 
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