ME407 – Power Plants
Academic Year:  2005-2006:  Spring Quarter, Instructor: Mech 





Complete a week or two after the end of the quarter to prepare for the next time the course is taught.  These can be completed by hand if it is easier for you.

Evaluation of the course:

What was good?  

1. Students continue to conquer complicated systems using Engineering Equation Solver (EES).  The scheduling of the problems was improved.  
2. According to an industry source, the breadth of materials regarding coal-fired plants is good.  The material on cogeneration has improved using materials from sources outside the texts.  
3. Class scheduling has removed conflicts with most classes.  ME460 presentations are still scheduled at times that conflict, but they were easily circumvented.  
4. Oral presentations were split between lecture periods and the final exam period, so less lecture time was lost.       
5. Students appreciate the power plant tours.  Tours include a coal-fired plant, a combined cycle plant and a coal gasification facility.  

What wasn't so good?  

1. Power plant texts are old (mid 1980s).  The “new” text ended up being a reprint of the old text with a different binding.  A new text should be sought.   
2. The supplementary book was not donated to students as in the past.  Cost is prohibitive otherwise.   

3. Grading of homework is still slow.   Scheduling of oral presentations was too late.  
4. Though the schedule helped remove conflicts for plant visits, it also reduced the number of students able to take the class.
5. Class participation important, but difficult to evaluate.    
Next Time I/We Plan to Modify the Course by Changing/Trying (five to ten sentences)


I will continue to seek a new text.  I am considering making the supplementary text the required one.  However, it is not written in the style of a text and does not have problems for homework.  I must schedule oral presentations earlier.  The same is true for selection of computer application problems.  I should systematically pass through the class with questions as I have done for ME426 (Turbomachinery).  I need to spend less time on chapter 2 during lecture.  I would like to find a second instructor so the course can be offered while I am on sabbatical or have to cover other courses.        
Continue to use this format of recording what we currently do to improve our courses every time the course is taught.


