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Evaluation of the course:

What was good?  

The Friday problem sessions went over well.  Compressing derivations as much as practical to fit in more topics.  Getting an introduction to Hamilton’s equations during 10th week.  Using the ECP205 with inverted pendulum was great for showing the inter-relationship between frames in 3D.  Students often have trouble interpreting 2D pictures of 3D devices.
What wasn't so good?  

Many of the students had seen LaGrange repeated times before.  The 2D application of LaGrange seemed overly simplistic to them.  
Next Time I/We Plan to Modify the Course by Changing/Trying 



Modify the lab so the disk is anchored with a soft spring.  This will prevent drifting due to the table not being level.  Keep the Friday problem sessions.  Try to obtain more 3D physical models and use for examples, homework and even possibly exams.  Perhaps compose some 3D animations in Matlab to illustrate finite rotations, and the motion of various examples.
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