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Evaluation of the course
What was good?  

Allowing the students to have two competitions was a good thing.  If they fail during the first competition they have a chance to improve on the second competition.  The scoring was structured so that there is a reward for succeeding the first time.
We also added a mini-lesson on functional analysis which was used to motivate the mathematical modeling and to tie specific functions to specific models.

E-portfolio submissions showed improvement.

I documentation along with the CAD drawing students were required to submit a complete price list with vendors part numbers and prices.

What wasn't so good?  

The paper workload is still heavy.  We need to think about what we want students to learn.
Next Time I/We Plan to Modify the Course by Changing/Trying   

We want to continue what we are doing.  We can continue to improve teaching students to use mathematical modeling to inform their design decisions.
Also, work on the performance index for the design so it is not easy to manipulate.
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