ME421 ME Lab
What I Tried AY 2004-05

Evaluation of the course:

What was good?  

The major change was the switch from a 1R-3L-2C schedule to a 0R-6L-2C schedule, that is, eliminating the one-hour lesson on Mondays and replacing it with a second 3-hour lab.  Now we have three 1-hour lab periods (M/T/R) and one 3-hour lab period (W).  All 6-hours are devoted to the single experimental design/build/test project.  
Also, we added a unit on peer-editing to help improve the quality of the draft student reports.  This unit is based on materials provided from our colleagues in Technical Communications.  

Because of our involvement with an NSF-funded study regarding peer evaluations, we started using a new peer-evaluation instrument and administered the instrument 4 times during the quarter.  This study also involves the addition of a 1-hour lesson (the “Mock Annual Review”) to improve students’ use and understanding of the peer evaluation instrument.  
What wasn't so good?  

Students continue to complain about too much work for too little credit, but I think the frequency of the complaint has reduced somewhat.   
Next Time I/We Plan to Modify the Course by Changing/Trying (five to ten sentences)


try to reduce the amount of paperwork associated with the project management. Perhaps some of the requirements can be consolidated.  
-RAL 3/30/06
