GL 334 

Utopian Thought and Literature 
Essay 2 Topics

Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Herland
1.  Terry, Van, and Jeff seem like male stereotypes, perhaps even satires of conventional male behavior.  Discuss Gilman’s representation of male characters in the novel and their connection to gender roles in the real world.
2.  Gilman’s novel is often called a feminist utopia.  This label suggests that utopias are male by nature.  Discuss the aspects of the novel that seem to be feminist, while also indicating what aspects do not seem feminist. 
“Sim City” and “The Sims”
1.  The term “technotopia” has been used to identify the utopian potential inherent in virtual worlds and computer networks.  Using a computer game like “The Sims,” argue for or against the game space as a possible utopia.
Dennis Danvers, Circuit of Heaven

1.  In public interviews, Danvers has expressed dissatisfaction with the increasing virtuality of current society.  And yet, the conclusion to Circuit is not clear with regard to the drawbacks to entering the Bin.  Discuss the apparent discrepancies between these two views.
2.  Bringing Danvers to class may have revealed dimensions of his writing that would not have been apparent otherwise.  Using the writer’s own insights, argue for a particular aspect of the novel.
Ursula Le Guin, The Dispossessed

1.  Utopias are often considered critiques of current social, political, or economic problems in the author’s world.  Discuss the relation of the novel to concerns Le Guin has for her own society.  
2.  Le Guin’s novel is subtitled “An Ambiguous Utopia,” and yet part of the ambiguity stems from the fact that neither Anarres or Urras is identified unquestionably as the utopia.  Argue for either planet as the utopia.
David Guterson, “Enclosed. Encyclopedic.  Endured,” “No Place Like Home”

1.  Guterson identifies two real world spaces that have utopian aspirations:  the Mall of America and gated suburban communities.  Argue for or against these spaces as utopian communities.
