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Values and Contemporary Issues 322:  Disasters and Modern Society since 1700
The Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, Fall Quarter 2006
MTRF, 9th hour, O205
Dr. Samuel Martland, Moench A203A
Email:  martland@rose-hulman.edu       Phone:  872-6034      CM 4019
Office Hours:  MTRF 7th or by appointment.  You can often find me in my office at other times.

Disasters get a lot of press.  Survivors moved by fear, anger, hope, and shock have written, sung, drawn, and talked about their experiences since long before 1700, when this course begins.  Some disasters make for spectacular photos and films.  Some disasters even make it onto postcards.  Partly, we’re studying disasters because they are exciting.


However, this course is not just a litany of death and destruction.  Disasters have inspired new laws, scientific research, technological innovation, and, not least, activist attempts to change society’s values.  We will use diasters to learn about people and about society.  We will use storms, earthquakes, fires, shipwrecks, and other industrial and natural disasters to study ideas about nature and technology.  We will also use people’s reactions to disasters to study how people value lives and property, how the rich relate to the poor, and how countries relate to each other.  As we study these things, you will practice making arguments based on evidence and learn to evaluate historical sources and other documents for relevance and bias.
Course Methods

Read and look, talk and write.  Above all, think about what you are learning.  On most days there will be at least some discussion in class.  Speak up.  Everyone gets more out of class when everyone participates.  (You’re also being graded on it.)  Don’t worry about being wrong or sounding nutty.  It won’t hurt your grade.  Building on what another student says, or arguing with it, are great.  To be ready, read the assigned readings before each class, and note down and/or mark the ideas that you think are most important and most relevant to the lectures, the other readings, and the course.  Bring the readings to class so you can refer to them during discussion.  
Readings available for purchase in the bookstore:

Klinenberg, Eric.  Heat Wave:  A Social Autopsy of Disaster in Chicago.  Chicago:  University Of Chicago Press, 2003.
Larson, Erik.  Isaac’s Storm:  A Man, a Time, and the Deadliest Hurricane in History.  New York: Vintage, 1999.

Stephens, Hugh W.  The Texas City Disaster, 1947.  Austin:  University of Texas Press, 1997.
Research Project

The largest part of your grade in this course comes from a research paper of about fifteen pages on a disaster-related historical topic.  What follows is an overview.  I will give out separate handoutes with details on each phase of the paper, and due dates are in the schedule.  (1) As a first step, you will choose a research topic, most likely a particular disaster, relief organization, law, etc.  You will compile a preliminary annotated bibliography and write a one-page proposal explaining what your proposed topic is and how you will relate it to major historical themes raised in the course.  (2) After discussing this proposal and bibliography with me, you will revise your bibliography and proposal into a doable plan for reading and research.  You will then finish reading the books, journal articles, and other sources on your revised bibliography, and (3) write a draft paper on your topic.  On October 21, you will turn in your draft.  (4) The next week you will give an oral presentation of your work so far, using any materials you think are helpful.  (5) You will also write comments on another students’ drafts.  (6) With the comments you get on your paper and your presentation, you will revise your draft into your final version.  
Short Papers on the Assigned Readings (Detailed information will appear in Angel.)
The course requires two short papers (1-2 pages) that compare two or more of the assigned readings.  You may compare the authors’ arguments, sources, and methods; or you may compare the events, conditions, and so on discussed in the readings.  Most papers should do a bit of both.  These papers demonstrate your understanding of the assigned readings.  By working with multiple sources and viewpoints, you will prepare to write your final paper.  
News Article Response (Detailed information will appear in Angel.)

Toward the end of the course, each student will find a disaster-related news item and write a brief explanation (one page or less) of its importance and meaning in the context of ideas, processes, or events that we’ve talked about in class.  In other words, you will use what you have learned in this history course to shed light on current events.  

Grades

Comparisons of the Assigned Readings
16%   News Article Response


  6%

Class participation



10%   Preliminary Proposal and Bibliography    5%
Revised Proposal and Bibliography 

10%   Critiques of other students’ drafts 
  5%

Comments on co-panelists’ presentations
  3%   Presentation 



  7%   
Final paper 




38% 
Draft (no separate grade, but if you do not turn it in on time your final paper grade drops by 15 percentage points (1.5 letter grades.).
Once all grades are averaged in accordance with the table above, they will be rounded to the nearest whole number and assigned a letter grade as follows:  A = 91-100, B+ = 86-90, B = 81-85, C+ = 76-80, C = 71-75, D+ = 66-70, D = 60-65, and F = 59 or less.  Consult http://www.rose-hulman.edu/academicpolicies/#grades for Institute grading policies.

Attendance
Missing class even once will reduce your class participation grade, for obvious reasons.  Under Institute policy, eight or more absences – which none of you will even approach – may result in your failing the course.  Be there.  
The following are valid reasons for an excused absence:  illness (use your judgment:  it’s hard to catch up after missing class, but don’t make yourself miserable or the rest of us sick); a death or other family or personal emergency; participation in a Rose-Hulman-sponsored activity (sports teams, academic competitions, music, etc.); job interview; religious holiday (for a religion that you practice).  Please make arrangements with the instructor before being absent for any non-emergency reason, and as soon as possible in an emergecy.  You may turn in an assignment late without penalty after an emergency absence, but you must turn in your assignments before any planned absence.

Academic Integrity

The Institute Honor Code prohibits plagiarism and cheating, which it defines as follows:  “Plagiarism is taking the words or ideas of another and presenting them as your own.  Cheating is making use of any assistance on an examination, assignment, or other class project (including written reference materials, help from other students, etc.) beyond that authorized by the professor.”  All work that you submit in this course is to be your own.  It is a good idea to study together and to read and comment on each other’s drafts, but each student must write a separate paper.  Work submitted in another course may not be submitted in this course.  You must cite the source of ideas, facts, and any other information of any kind quoted, paraphrased, or otherwise used in any paper.

Penalties:  For copying or otherwise taking homework from someone else, or copying homework from some other source:  1st time, 0 credit on the homework;  2nd time, a more severe loss of credit, with further action possible, depending on the nature of the case.  

For plagiarizing any part of a paper:  1st time, 0 credit on the paper, with a more severe penalty likely depending on the extent of the plagiarism.  Anyone who copies an entire paper, or the basic ideas or framework of a paper, from any source will face disciplinary proceedings and penalties up to and including failure in the course.  2nd time:  disciplinary proceedings and failure in the course regardless of the extent of the plagiarism.

The student has the right to appeal the instructor's decision to the Institute Rules and Discipline Committee.  ******Always ask the instructor if you are not sure whether you are about to plagiarize or cheat.******

Changes

Depending on where our discussions and your research lead us, I may move topics around and replace the listed handouts with others.  I’ll give reasonable warning for all changes.  I will not change the due dates. 

Confusion, Curiosity, and Contention

Talk to me if you don’t understand something, you want to know more, or you disagree with something I have said.  You can always find me during office hours, and I will be in my office much of the rest of the time as well.  Drop in or make an appointment.

Course Schedule  
Defining Disaster:  Politics, Science, and History
Thurs., 9/31:  Discussion of types of disasters, characteristics, and possible outcomes.  Mention Katrina anniversary and reconstruction issues.  Voltaire, Candide, excerpt on the Lisbon Earthquake of 1755 (handout in class).
Fri., 9/1:  Klinenberg, Heat Wave, 1-78.  Who decides what is a disaster?  What causes disasters?  What can we learn from disasters?
Mon., 9/4:  Klinenberg, Heat Wave, 79-164.  
Tues., 9/5:  Library information and research exercise.  
Thurs., 9/7:  Klinenberg, Heat Wave, 165-242.

Fri., 9/8:  John B. Blake, “The Inoculation Controversy in Boston, 1721-1722,” in Judith Walzer Leavitt and Ronald L. Numbers, Sickness and Health in America:  Readings in the History of Medicine and Public Health (Madison:  U of Wis. P., 1985) (handout); writing issues:  mechanics matter.
Mon., 9/11 – Tues., Sept. 12:  Individual meetings on paper topics.  Bibliographical research.
         **** Preliminary proposal and bibliography due on Mon., 9/11. ****
Catastrophe and Calamity:  A Disaster Sampler

Thurs., 9/14:  Charles F. Walker, “The Upper Classes and Their Upper Stories:  Architecture and the Aftermath of the Lima Earthquake of 1746,” Hispanic American Historical Review 83:1 (2003):  53-82 (handout); brief introduction to 19th-century Cuba.

Fri., 9/15:  Lecture on “Fire, Business, and Politics in Nineteenth-Century Chile.” 

Mon., 9/18:  Relevant parts of documentary “Chicago, City of the Century”, with discussion.
**** Revised proposal and bibliography due on Mon., 9/18. ****

Tues., 9/19:  Content TBA.

Thurs., 9/21:  Charles Dickens, “No. 1 Signal Box:  The Signalman,” and Norris Pope, “Dickens’s ‘The Signalman’ and Information Problems in the Railway Age,” Technology and Culture 42.3 (2001) 436-461 (handouts).

Fri., 9/22:  Pictures and songs about train wrecks or other content TBA.  
Mon., 9/25:  Daniel Levinson Wilk, “Felix Cuervo, Highrise Hero,” in the packet marked “Class and Catastrophe,” ILWCH 62.

Tues., 9/26:  Brief introduction to Spanish-American War and turn-of-the-century trade.

**** First paper comparing assigned readings due in class, Tues. 9/26. ****
Thurs., 9/28:  Erik Larson, Isaac’s Storm, 1-134.
Fri., 9/29:  Erik Larson, Isaac’s Storm, 135-end.  
Mon, 10/2:  Martland, “Valparaíso and the Earthquake of 1906” (handout).
Tues., 10/3:  “Ultimate Earthquake”?  A US Documentary provokes a Chilean outcry, 2006.
Thurs. 10/5:  Mark Healy, “The Fragility of the Moment:  Politics and Class in the Aftermath of the 1944 Argentine Earthquake,” ILWCH 62 (Fall 2002):  50-59.
Fri., 10/6:  Stephens, Texas City Disaster, xi-xiv, 1-61.
Mon., 10/9:  Stephens, Texas City Disaster, 62-126.
Tues., 10/10:  Joshua B. Freeman, “Introduction,” and Chandana Mathur, “Twice Poisoned Bhopal,” in the packet from ILWCH 62 marked “Class and Catastrophe”.
        **** Second paper comparing assigned readings due in class, Tues., 10/10. ****
Thurs., 10/12 – Fri., 10/13:  Fall Break.

Week 7:
Mon., 10/16:  Writing and citation issues.  Bring your last-minute questions.  You may email me a page or two that you are willing to have edited and revised by the class as a whole.
Tues., 10/17:  Content TBA.

Thurs., 10/19 – Friday, 10/20:  Film.  I will be at a conference.
**** Drafts due to co-panelists, Friday, Oct. 20. ****
Monday, 10/23:  Discuss the film you saw last week.
The Course Conference

Tuesday, 10/24-Friday, 10/27):  In-class presentations and class commentary.

**** Your written comments on the quality of another student’s paper are due on Friday, 10/27; see form and instructions.  Give me and the other student copies of your comments.   Prepare oral comments and questions about the content of the other papers in your panel for the day your panel presents. ****

Week 9 (10/30-11/3):  In-class presentations and class commentary, continued.
(Depending on enrollment, the presentations may continue into tenth week.)
History and the Present
Week 10 (11/6-11/10):  Discussion of disaster-related current events in the context of the course.  

**** News Article Response due in class, Tuesday, 11/7. ****

**** Final versions of papers due in class, Friday, 11/10. ****
