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	Assignment #6


Due:  November 19, 2014

1. What is a population inversion and why is it used to make a laser?

2. List and briefly describe the two types of pumping mechanisms available for a laser.

3. Who was the person that produced the first theoretical idea behind the laser and what was his idea?

4. What is saturation in a laser and describe the significance of this situation?

Extra Credit:
[bookmark: _GoBack]EC1.	What country (other than the U.S.) produced a scientist that is also (sometimes) credited with making the earliest functioning laser system?

EC2.	Laser beam behavior does not usually follow straight line paths like rays.  What is the name of the actual nature of laser beams?
