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Global Level Causes
A. Problem of German Power:
Status Quo Powers: France and United 
Kingdom
Revisionist Powers: Germany and ItalyRevisionist Powers: Germany and Italy
Isolated Powers: Soviet Union and United 
StatesStates



Interwar 
Europe



A. Global Level Causes
B. Failure of Collective Security

Exclusion of USSR (except 1934-39), Germany 
( 1926 33) U i d S i L(except 1926-33), United States never in League.
Failure to resolve Manchuria (1931) and Ethiopia 
(1935)(1935)

C. Collapse of the World Economy (Great 
Depression)Depression)

Smoot-Hawley Tariff 



B. Domestic Level Factors
Collapse of Democracy & Rise of Fascism

Benito Mussolini – Italy (1922)
Ad l h Hitl G (1933)Adolph Hitler – Germany (1933)
Francisco Franco – Spain (1936)

Class ConflictClass Conflict 
“Better Hitler than Blum”

PacifismPacifism 
Appeasement

Benito Mussolini



Collapse of European Democracies



C. Individual Level Causes
Adolph Hitler Neville ChamberlainAdolph Hitler Neville Chamberlain



II. Outbreak of War in Europe
German Rearmament (1935)
Reoccupation of the Rhineland (1936)
Anschluss with Austria (1938)
Sudetenland Crisis (1938)Sudetenland Crisis (1938)
Munich Conference (1938)
N i S i t P t (1939)Nazi-Soviet Pact (1939)
Invasion of Poland (1939)



Sudetenland Crisis and Munich 
Conference



Ch b l i R t f M i hChamberlain Returns from Munich
“I believe it is peace in our time ”I believe it is peace in our time…



Nazi-Soviet (Ribbentrop-Molotov) Pact( p )



II. Outbreak of War in Europe
German Rearmament (1935)
Reoccupation of the Rhineland (1936)
Anschluss with Austria (1938)
Sudetenland Crisis (1938)Sudetenland Crisis (1938)
Munich Conference (1938)
N i S i t P t (1939)Nazi-Soviet Pact (1939)
Invasion of Poland (1939)



III. Outbreak of War in Pacific
1931 I d M h i1931: Invade Manchuria
1933: Invade rest of 
China
1937: ‘Rape of Nanking’
1940: Occupy French 
Indochina (Vietnam)Indochina (Vietnam)
1941: Take Dutch East 
Indies (Indonesia)
Dec. 7, 1941: Pearl 
Harbor



IV. Explaining the War: Realist Perspectivep g p



IV. Explaining the War: Liberal Perspectivep g p



IV. Explaining the War: Identity Perspectivep g y p



‘Rape of Nanking’ 1937
Between 200K and 300K Chinese Civilians 
Slaughtered by the Japanese Army



V. Turning Points of the War
Phoney War (September 1939-May 1940)
Battle of France (May-June 1940)
Battle of Britain (July 1940-June 1941)
Invasion of Russia (June 1941)Invasion of Russia (June 1941)
Pearl Harbor (December 1941)
B ttl f St li d (1942)Battle of Stalingrad (1942)
Midway (June 1942)



German 
Blitzkrieg



Battle of 
Britain

“ we shall fight on the beaches we shall…we shall fight on the beaches, we shall 
fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight 
in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight 
in the hills; we shall never surrender ”in the hills; we shall never surrender.



Axis Advances when US Enters War

Europe



Axis Advances when US Enters War

Pacific



V. Turning Points in War
North Africa Invasion (November 1942)
Italy Invasion (September 1943)
Normandy Invasion (June 1944)
Battle of the Bulge (Dec 1944- Jan 1945)Battle of the Bulge (Dec 1944 Jan 1945)
Okinawa (April 1945) and Saipan (June 1945)
At i B b (Hi hi / N ki) A tAtomic Bombs (Hiroshima/ Nagasaki) August 
1945



Normandy Invasion (D-Day)Normandy Invasion (D Day)



IV. Fallout of War
Germany and Japan destroyed as Great Powers
Britain and France Further Weakened
Border Changes
US and USSR as ‘Superpowers’US and USSR as Superpowers



Border 
ChangesChanges


