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|. An Emerging European ldentity?

m Nature of ldentity
m Citizenship and ldentity

m European Public Opinion and ldentity
— National v. European ldentity, Common

Cu
m Euro

ture, Democracy

pean ldentity and the Outside World

“Who will die for ‘Europe’?”
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Graph 7: There 1s a European cultural identity shared by all Europeans
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Question: a9, Generally speaking, do you think that [OUR COUNTRY )'s membership of the European Unlan
is Sevould be LT

& good thing
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Question: W13, In gener al, does the Eurnpean Unlion CONJLRE Up for wou a VETY positlve, falrly positive,
neutral, fairly negative or very negative image?
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Il. Groups/Parties within the EP

m Limited Role of Parties in EP

m Largest Parties

— European People’s Party-European Democrats (EPP-
D))

— Party of European Socialists (PES)
m Smaller Parties
— European United Left-Nordic Green Left (EUL-NGL)
— The Greens-European Free Alliance (Greens-EFA)
— Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE)
— Union for Europe of the Nations (UEN)
— Independence and Democracy (IND/DEM)




Seats In the Current European
Parliament

Party Group Ideology MEPS

European People's Party-European Center-Right 538
Democracy (EPP-ED)

Socialist Group (PES) Socialist 215

Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Liberal-Centrist
Europe (ALDE)

Union for Europe of the Nations (UEN) Right-wing/Gaullists 44

100

Greens-European Free Alliance (Greens- Greens and Regionalists
EFA)

43

European United Left-Nordic Green Left Far Left
(EUL-NGL)

Independence/Democracy Group (ID) Eurosceptics 22
Non-affiliated MEPs 30
TOTAL

41




l11. European Interest Groups

m /00 or so active “Eurogroups” in Brussels,
2/3 of which represent business and
Industry

m Many umbrella groups for national
organizations

— UNICE: Union of Industrial and Employers
Confederation of Europe

— ETUC: European Trade Union Confederation
m Difficulties of Lobbying the EU




Factors Determining the Influence
of Groups on the EU

m Control of Key Information
— Symbiotic relationship with Commission

m Economic Weight

m Political Weight
— EX: Farmers

m Genuine Representational Claims
— Multiple states with broad membership

m Cohesion




