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DirectoratesDirectorates--GeneralGeneral

Agriculture and Rural Development Informatics

Budget Information Society and Media

Competition Internal Audit Service

Communication Internal Market and Services

Development Interpretation

Economic and Financial Affairs Justice, Freedom and Security
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External Relations Trade

Fisheries and Maritime Affairs Translation
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Commission President Barroso
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Types of EU ‘Laws’Types of EU ‘Laws’ypyp
Regulations:Regulations: Binding on all member states in their Binding on all member states in their 
entirety and does not have to be turned into nationalentirety and does not have to be turned into national lawlawentirety and does not have to be turned into national entirety and does not have to be turned into national lawlaw

Directives:Directives: SSets out a particular goal for policy to ets out a particular goal for policy to 
hi b t l it t b t t t h thi b t l it t b t t t h tachieve, but leaves it to member states as to how to achieve, but leaves it to member states as to how to 

achieve achieve itit

Decisions:Decisions: also binding, but fairly specific in intent and also binding, but fairly specific in intent and 
administrative in purposeadministrative in purpose

‘‘RuleRule making’making’ filling in the details offilling in the details of legislationlegislationRuleRule--making  making  –– filling in the details of filling in the details of legislationlegislation

RecommendationsRecommendations and and Opinions:Opinions: NonNon--binding, binding, 
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intended to be persuasive or offer interpretations of intended to be persuasive or offer interpretations of 
regulations, directives, or decisions.regulations, directives, or decisions.
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The Berlaymont Building 
in Brussels: Home of 
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