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A  C t l H t l J tA  C t l H t l J tA. Critical Historical JuncturesA. Critical Historical Junctures
The American RevolutionThe American RevolutionThe American RevolutionThe American Revolution

Life and Politics in Colonial AmericaLife and Politics in Colonial America

S  Y  [F h d I di ] W  (1756S  Y  [F h d I di ] W  (1756 63)63)Seven Years [French and Indian] War (1756Seven Years [French and Indian] War (1756--63)63)

British Debt and American TaxesBritish Debt and American Taxes

“N  t t  th t t t ”“N  t t  th t t t ”No taxation without representationNo taxation without representation

Articles of Confederation and TurmoilArticles of Confederation and Turmoil

Constitutional Convention, Philadelphia 1787Constitutional Convention, Philadelphia 1787



America’s ‘Balanced Constitution’America’s ‘Balanced Constitution’America s Balanced ConstitutionAmerica s Balanced Constitution

Separation of PowersSeparation of Powerspp
Separate branches with separate personnel chosen by Separate branches with separate personnel chosen by 
different methods of election and constituenciesdifferent methods of election and constituencies

Checks and BalancesChecks and Balances
Division of authority and control across executive, Division of authority and control across executive, 
legislative and judicial brancheslegislative and judicial branches

FederalismFederalism
Division of authority between national and state Division of authority between national and state 
governmentsgovernments



A. Critical Historical JuncturesA. Critical Historical Junctures
The Civil War and ReconstructionThe Civil War and Reconstruction

Dominance of federal over state governmentDominance of federal over state governmentgg
National citizenshipNational citizenship

The New DealThe New Dealhe New eahe New ea
Increased economic regulation and vastly expanded Increased economic regulation and vastly expanded 
government activitygovernment activity

The Cold WarThe Cold War
America as an active player on the world stageAmerica as an active player on the world stage

(Temporary) Retreat of (Temporary) Retreat of Big Big GovernmentGovernment
Regan Revolution through Clinton’s Welfare Reform, butRegan Revolution through Clinton’s Welfare Reform, but....g gg g
Back with a vengeance under Bush and ObamaBack with a vengeance under Bush and Obama



B  Culture and IdentityB  Culture and IdentityB. Culture and IdentityB. Culture and Identity

Th  ‘A  C d’ Th  ‘A  C d’ A b l f A b l f The ‘American Creed’ The ‘American Creed’ –– A belief in…..A belief in…..
DemocracyDemocracy

Political and legal equalityPolitical and legal equality

Limited governmentLimited government

Individual values over collective valuesIndividual values over collective values

Free market capitalismFree market capitalism

Upward mobility (The ‘American Dream’)Upward mobility (The ‘American Dream’)

America as an example America as an example 



C  Governance and PolicyC  Governance and Policy--MakingMakingC. Governance and PolicyC. Governance and Policy--MakingMaking

PresidentPresident
Formal v. Informal Powers (Persuasion)Formal v. Informal Powers (Persuasion)

CongressCongressgg
Constitutional BasisConstitutional Basis
Legislative ProcessLegislative Processgg

Independent JudiciaryIndependent Judiciary
Federalism and State Powers (EX: Education)Federalism and State Powers (EX: Education)Federalism and State Powers (EX: Education)Federalism and State Powers (EX: Education)
Combined = Comparatively WEAK national Combined = Comparatively WEAK national 
governmentgovernmentgovernmentgovernment



D. Representation and ParticipationD. Representation and ParticipationD. Representation and ParticipationD. Representation and Participation

Political PartiesPolitical Parties
Two Party system from electoral system (single member Two Party system from electoral system (single member 
plurality districts) and incorporation of third party plurality districts) and incorporation of third party 
ideasideas

Party Weakness (Primaries and Campaign Finance)Party Weakness (Primaries and Campaign Finance)

Interest GroupsInterest Groups
Money and InfluenceMoney and Influenceyy



E. Political EconomyE. Political EconomyE. Political EconomyE. Political Economy
Low Social Welfare Spending (Health, Education, Low Social Welfare Spending (Health, Education, 
Unemployment)Unemployment)Unemployment)Unemployment)
Indirect Economic Control (Fiscal and Monetary)Indirect Economic Control (Fiscal and Monetary)
ProPro--Market RegulationMarket RegulationProPro--Market RegulationMarket Regulation

Total Total Government Government Spending as Percentage Spending as Percentage of GDP of GDP ::p g gp g g
20082008 20092009

USUS 39.0%39.0% 41.6%41.6%
GG 44 0%44 0% 4 1%4 1%GermanyGermany 44.0%44.0% 47.1%47.1%
UKUK 48.1%48.1% 52.4%52.4%
FF 52 7%52 7% 55 4%55 4%FranceFrance 52.7%52.7% 55.4%55.4%
SwedenSweden 51.9%51.9% 57.0%57.0%

Source: OECD



II. American ExceptionalismII. American ExceptionalismII. American ExceptionalismII. American Exceptionalism
A. How America is Different:A. How America is Different:

C ltC ltCultureCulture
Dominance of ‘American Creed’Dominance of ‘American Creed’

Low Low Political InvolvementPolitical Involvement

InstitutionsInstitutions
Separation of Powers and Divided GovernmentSeparation of Powers and Divided Government

Weak Political Parties (Primaries)Weak Political Parties (Primaries)

Public PolicyPublic Policy
Government Expected to Government Expected to Do Do LessLessGovernment Expected to Government Expected to Do Do LessLess



II  A  E t lII  A  E t lII. American ExceptionalismII. American Exceptionalism

B  Wh  A   D ffB  Wh  A   D ffB. Why America is Different:B. Why America is Different:

Wealth Wealth 
Upward Mobility/Low Salience of Social ClassUpward Mobility/Low Salience of Social Class

ImmigrationImmigration

CultureCulture

InstitutionsInstitutionsInstitutionsInstitutions
Weak and inefficient state reduces desire for Weak and inefficient state reduces desire for 
government activity government activity government activity government activity 


