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Abstract. Our future world will largely be defined by humanity’s attempts to 
resolve its most challenging problems such as global warming, overpopulation, 
and systemic poverty.   Resolution will require acute attention to the interplay 
between society and technology, which will inevitably involve engineers.  
Traditionally, engineering education has turned to courses in ethics and 
sustainability to introduce students to these topics, but here the focus is 
typically on avoidance of anti-social behaviors along with knowledge 

acquisition.  And yet, our future challenges will require a socially active, civic professional with a highly 
developed sense of moral identity, sensitivity, and empathy.  Based on preliminary findings from a multi-
university, national research study on engineering ethics education, my colleagues and I have found that 
service learning may provide one avenue to preparation of civically minded professional engineers.  I will 
describe briefly how we approach service learning at Cal Poly, and the impact that it has had on our 
students. 
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