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0: Read the Unix handout and chapter 1 of The Art of R Programming.

1: Answer the following questions. For full credit, give the complete (full) Unix command(s)
needed for each question.

1. What command would you use to list all the files in your current working directory
whose names end with the “.r” suffix?

2. What command would you use to list all files in the current directory including those
beginning with “.” (dot files)?

3. Suppose I am in the directory /Users/stu2007/gooberma and I want to go to the
directory /Users/stu2008/banksda.

i. Give me a single command to do that using a relative path name.

ii. Give me a single command to do that using a absolute path name.

4. Most Unix commands have options. For example, suppose there is a Unix command
called foo. One of its options might be “-f”, i.e., we could issue the command “foo -f”
What command can I use to get information on the various options for foo?

5. Suppose my current directory has a subdirectory named junkfiles which contains two
files, junk1 and junk2. Tell me how to delete the subdirectory and its two files.

6. Suppose I have a file a.r and I want to rename it r.sas. Give me a Unix command to
do that.

7. Suppose I have a text file called data.txt. I want to look at the contents of the file
without any possibility of changing it. Give me a Unix command to do that.

8. What is the effect of issuing the cd command with no argument?

9. Give the name of a Unix text editor.



2: Recall that to run R in interactive mode on a Unix machine you simply issue the command
R. Here is the output on Clive from issuing this command:

R version 3.0.2 (2013-09-25) -- "Frisbee Sailing"

Copyright (C) 2013 The R Foundation for Statistical Computing

Platform: x86_64-pc-linux-gnu (64-bit)

R is free software and comes with ABSOLUTELY NO WARRANTY.

You are welcome to redistribute it under certain conditions.

Type ’license()’ or ’licence()’ for distribution details.

Natural language support but running in an English locale

R is a collaborative project with many contributors.

Type ’contributors()’ for more information and

’citation()’ on how to cite R or R packages in publications.

Type ’demo()’ for some demos, ’help()’ for on-line help, or

’help.start()’ for an HTML browser interface to help.

Type ’q()’ to quit R.

[Previously saved workspace restored]

>

Note that “>” is the R command prompt (analogous to the Unix “$” prompt). Also note
that the above output tells you how to exit R, namely, issue the quit command command
q(). Running R may be helpful for answering the following questions.

1. What R command can you use to generate 10 standard normal random numbers. (Note:
these 10 numbers are not truly random hence they are more properly called pseudoran-

dom numbers.)

2. What R command/function can you use to get information on how to use an R command
or function?

3. What R command can you use to generate 10 pseudorandom numbers which are nor-
mally distributed with mean 5 and standard deviation 10?

4. Give the R command for creating a vector x containing the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4.

5. Give the R command for computing the sample mean of the numbers in x.

6. What does R’s example function do?


