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SL 223:  Western Civilization since 1715

The Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, Winter Quarter 2003-2004

Sec. 1, 3rd hour, Sec. 2, 4th hour, MTRF, CL119.

Dr. Samuel Martland, Moench AL 103

Email:  samuel.martland@rose-hulman.edu              Phone:  872-6034               

Office Hours:  5th and 8th hours, MTRF.  You can drop in at other times, too
This course explores the main political, economic, intellectual, and social developments of the past five centuries in Western Civilization, since the voyages of discovery and conquest brought the West into frequent contact with the world’s other civilizations, and since the Protestant Reformation added a new dimension and new energy to the religious divisions within Western Civilization.  
There is no single, clear story of Western Civilization, or of history.  The speed and nature of change varies from place to place, from time to time, and from one facet of life to another.  Moreover, every change has been praised by some people as an improvement, and attacked by others as a decline.  To provide a framework for understanding the complexity of history, the class focuses on paradoxes, including the following:  


Representative democracy and totalitarian dictatorship developed from the same roots at about the same time.  The Industrial Revolution intensified both prosperity and poverty.  Ideas about the equality of all people and all nations gained popularity at the same time that Western countries conquered much of the rest of the world.  Technological advances in transportation and communication brought the world closer together – and allowed some of the bloodiest wars of all time.
Methods and Goals

After taking this course, you will understand the major ideas and processes that have shaped Western Civilization over the last five centuries.  Moreover, you will understand the complexity of the web of cause and effect, contingency and contradiction, in which those ideas and processes have operated.  You will also write more clearly, make stronger arguments, and find suitable evidence for those arguments.  The writing and critical analysis that you do in this class will serve you well in almost any endeavor you later take up.
This course will let you learn this knowledge and these skills by working like a historian.  You will read many primary sources (the original historical documents that historians use to study the past), write papers and homework about what you think the sources mean, and discuss the sources and your interpretations of them in class.  The primary sources serve as case studies of big issues and trends that you will learn about from lectures and the textbook, and which you will write about on the exams.  
Readings
Textbook:  Noble et al., Western Civilization:  The Continuing Experiment (Brief Edition)(Vol. II).
Documents Reader:  Wiesner, Ruff, and Wheeler, Discovering the Western Past (Vol. II.).

Novel:  Emile Zola, The Ladies’ Paradise.

Novel:  Erich Maria Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front.  
A few supplementary readings will be distributed as handouts.

Participation and Attendance

Class participation consists of taking part in class discussions; you can come to every class and still fail this component, so speak up.  Wrong answers are welcome and will not be penalized.  To be ready, read the assigned readings before each class.  Mark key pages, underline key passages, and note down the ideas that you think are most important and most relevant to the lectures, the other readings, and the course.  

Missing class even once will reduce your class participation grade, for obvious reasons.  Under Institute policy, eight or more absences – which none of you will even approach – may result in your failing the course.  Be there.
The following are valid reasons for an excused absence: illness (use your judgment:  it’s hard to catch up after missing class, but don’t make yourself miserable or the rest of us sick); a death or other family or personal emergency; participation in an official Rose-Hulman-sponsored activity (for example, as a member of an athletic team); job interview; religious holiday (for a religion that you practice).  As part of the requirements for an excused absence, students who meet the criteria will be given extra homework to cover the material they miss.  Please make arrangements with the instructor before being absent for any non-emergency reason.  Only students with excused absences may take a make-up map quiz or midterm.  You may turn in a paper late without penalty or turn in homework late after an emergency absence, but you must turn in your assignments before any planned absence.

Assignments

This course has three types of assignment.  There are three two-page papers based on the assigned readings, one website evaluation assignment with in-class presentation, and five homework assignments.  I will hand out details on the web assignment and the papers separately.   All assignments are to be typed, double-spaced unless otherwise noted.


The five homework assignments will make (or help) you think about the reading.  I will give instructions for each homework assignment in class.  Each assignment will be graded check-plus (high A), check (B), or check-minus (D+).  I will not accept homework late or outside class except in case of excused absence.  I may give surprise quizzes or extra homework if I think it is necessary to ensure completion of the reading and comprehension of the course. 

Map Quiz and Exams

Details on the map quiz, and a list of places to learn, will be distributed in class.  The midterm covers the first half of the course.  The final exam covers the whole course but focuses on the second half.  Seniors should see me by the end of Week 1 to arrange for alternatives to the exam.
Grades

Class Participation
  5%  

Homework

10%

Map Quiz

10%

Three Short Papers
30%

Web Assignment
10%  

Midterm

12%

Final Exam

23%

Once all grades are averaged in accordance with the table above, they will be rounded to the nearest whole number and assigned a letter grade as follows:  A = 91-100, B+ = 86-90, B = 81-85, C+ = 76-80, C = 71-75, D+ = 66-70, D = 60-65, and F = 59 or less.  Consult http://www.rose-hulman.edu/academicpolicies/#grades for Institute grading policies.

Rose E-Portfolio Assessment

You must submit one of the three papers – your choice to one of the global or cultural categories of your Rose E-portfolio.  Otherwise, you will not get full credit for your papers.  I suggest putting the paper in category I.C.2 (Global:  historical development), but if you already have something in that category you may pick another category.  The papers or website reviews may also be suitable for other categories.
Academic Integrity

The Institute Honor Code prohibits plagiarism and cheating, which it defines as follows:  “Plagiarism is taking the words or ideas of another and presenting them as your own.  Cheating is making use of any assistance on an examination, assignment, or other class project (including written reference materials, help from other students, etc.) beyond that authorized by the professor.”  All work that you submit in this course is to be your own.  It is a good idea to study together and to read and comment on each other’s draft papers, but each student must write a separate paper.  Work submitted in another course may not be resubmitted in this course.  You must cite the source of ideas, facts, and any other information of any kind quoted, paraphrased, or otherwise used in any paper.

Penalties:  For copying or otherwise taking homework from someone else, or copying homework from some other source:  1st time, 0 credit on the homework;  2nd time, a more severe loss of credit, with further action possible, depending on the nature of the case.

For plagiarizing any part of a paper:  1st time, 0 credit on the paper, with a more severe penalty likely depending on the extent of the plagiarism.  Anyone who copies an entire paper from any source will face disciplinary proceedings and penalties up to and including failure in the course.  2nd time:  disciplinary proceedings and failure in the course regardless of the extent of the plagiarism.

Copying from another student, using books or notes, or otherwise cheating on the final:  0 credit on the exam, failure in the course, and disciplinary proceedings.

The student has the right to appeal the instructor's decision to the Institute Rules and Discipline Committee.  ******Always ask the instructor if you are not sure whether you are about to plagiarize or cheat.******

Changes


I reserve the right to change the syllabus at any time; reasonable notice will be given when readings or other work are added or dropped.  

Confusion, Curiosity, and Contention

Talk to me if you don’t understand something, you want to know more, or you disagree with something I have said.  You can (almost) always find me during office hours, and I will be in my office much of the rest of the time as well.  Drop in or make an appointment.

Course Schedule:
(Week 1)

Mon., Mar. 8:  West of What?  A brief introduction to Western Civilization and to history.  
Tues., Mar. 9:  Why did I change the starting date of the course?  Columbus and early European expansion.
Thurs., Mar. 11:  Why did Christian reformers in parts of Europe reject papal authority, and what happened?  Readings from Luther and other reformers (handout).  Homework due:  Write three questions on the reading.
Fri., Mar. 12:  Protestant Reformation cont’d.   
(Week 2:  Read Noble et al., chapter 13, by the beginning of the week.)

Mon., Mar. 15:  What did the Roman Catholic Church do in response to the Protestant Reformation?  The Catholic Reformation:  Readings TBA (handout).  
Tues., Mar. 16:  A Crisis of Authority across Europe? “Peasant Violence:  Rebellion and Riot in Early Modern Europe,” WRW, pp. 1-37.

Thurs., Mar. 18:  Wars and the creation of the modern state
****Map quiz in class, Thursday, Mar. 18****
Fri., Mar. 19:  Scientific Revolution?  Science in late sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.  Noble et al., Chapter 15
(Week 3:  Noble et al., chapter 14.)

Mon., March 22:  Why did early modern Europeans leave Europe, and what did they find? Colonialism, round 2. 
Tues., March 23:  Absolute Monarchy and Catholic Comeback in France:  “Staging Absolutism,” WRW, pp. 38-64.  

Thurs., March 25:  Experiments in Constitutional Monarchy and Protestantism:  Britain c. 1600-c. 1688.  
Fri., March 26:  “The Mind of an Age:  Science and Religion Confront Eighteenth-Century Natural Disaster,” WRW, pp. 65-94.

****First Paper Due in class on Friday, March 26.****

(Week 4:  Noble et al., chapters 16 and 17.)
Mon., April March 29:  Early industrial revolution:  Reading on longitude and timekeeping (handout)
Tues., March 30:  American Revolution?  Political ideas and events, 1700-1783. 
Thurs., April 1:  Why did the French Revolution Happen?:  “A Day in the Life of the French Revolution:  July 14, 1789,” WRW, 116-142.  Homework due.
Fri., April 2:  What did the Revolution Change?  
****Written website reviews due Friday, April 2, from students choosing topics from weeks 1-4.****
Spring Break April 5-9.
(Week 5:  Noble et al., chapter 18.)

Mon., April 12:  After the French Revolution 
Tues., April 13:  ****Midterm Exam****
Thurs., April 15:  Technology:  Manufacturing and Transportation:  Noble et al, chapter 19.
Fri., April 16:  Labor:  “Labor Old and New:  The Impact of the Industrial Revolution,” WRW, 143-177.

(Week 6:  Noble et al., chapter 21)

Mon., April 19:  Mass consumption:  Zola, The Ladies’ Paradise.
Tues., April 20:  Zola, cont’d.

Thurs., April 22:  How did mid-nineteenth century thinkers suggest improving society?  “Two Programs for Social and Political Change:  Liberalism and Socialism,” WRW, 178-207.

Fri., April 23:  What did it mean for a city to be modern?  “Vienna and Paris, 1850-1930,”  WRW, 210-246.  
****Second Paper Due in class on Friday, April 23.****
(Week 7:  Noble et al., chapters 20 and 22.)

Mon., April 26:  Nationalism
Tues., April 27:  “Expansion and Public Opinion:  Advocates of the ‘New Imperialism,’” WRW, 247-268.  Homework due.
Thurs., April 29:  Citizens and the State I 

Fri., April 30:  Citizens and the State II:  “Citizenship and Suffrage for Women,” WRW, 269-297.  
(Week 8:  Noble et al., chapter 23)

Mon., May 3: The Great War:   Technology, Nationalism, and Anti-War Ideas:  “World War I:  Total War,” WRW, 298-334, selections TBA; and Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front.  
Tuesday, May 2:  Remarque, cont’d; Notes on the Russian Revolution.  
Thursday, May 4:  Nazism:  “Selling a Totalitarian System,” WRW, 335-363; Noble et al., chapter 24.
Friday, May 5:  World War II:  Noble et al., chapter 25, pages TBA. 

****Third Paper Due in class on Friday, May 5.****
(Week 9:  Noble et al., rest of chapter 25 and chapter 26)

Mon., May 10:  United Nations
Tues., May 11:  Decolonization

Thurs., May 13:  “Berlin:  The Crux of the Cold War, 1945-1990,” WRW, 365-402.  Homework due.
Fri., May 14:  Science and Technology

****Written website reviews due Friday, May 14, from students choosing topics from weeks 5-9. 
(Week 10:  Noble et al., chapter 27.)

Monday, May 17:  “The Perils of Prosperity:  The Unrest of Youth in the 1960s,” WRW, 403-434.
Tuesday, May 18:  The End of the Cold War:  Berlin Again.
Thursday, May 20:  “Beyond the Nation-State:  The European Union,” WRW 435-463.
Friday, May 21:  Review of the themes of the course.  Homework due:  Write possible exam questions.

****Written website reviews due Friday, May 21, from students choosing topics from week 10.****
Final Exam:  As scheduled by the registrar.  Please do not make travel plans until you know this date.  
