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Self and Society 222:  Western Civilization to 1500
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, Winter Quarter 2004-2005
MTRF, 4th Hour, O257.

Dr. Samuel Martland, Moench AL 103

Email:  samuel.martland@rose-hulman.edu              Phone:  872-6034               

Office Hours:  3rd and 7th hours, MTRF.  You can drop in at other times, too.

In this course we will explore the history of the societies and cultures whose roots lie in the civilizations that developed in Mesopotamia and around the eastern Mediterranean between three and six thousand years ago.  We will follow the development of Western Civilization as a whole, as successive societies and cultures added their own innovations to the knowledge, ideas, and customs they had inherited from those before them.  
For each era that we study, we will ask a series of questions:  What was the role of cites, and the relationship between urban and rural areas?   Which groups of people wielded the most power?  What was life like for those who had little power?  What was the role of religions, ideologies, and other attempts to shape society through ideas?  How did technology influence society, and vice versa?  How did people shape their environment, and how did the environment shape society?  Focusing on these themes will allow us to cover five thousand years of history in ten weeks while still looking closely enough at the material to make it interesting.
Goals and Methods


In this course you will read and interpret primary sources – the historical documents and artifacts that historians use to reconstruct the past.  Reading like a historian will let you understand – and hopefully enjoy – history more than any other method.  Working with primary sources will also teach you to read critically and to make arguments based on evidence, skills that you will use professionally, personally, and as a citizen.  The textbook, A Brief History of the Western World, gives a narrative of events during the period and helps place the primary sources in historical context.

This course combines lecture and discussion, often in the same class.  Most classes will include at least a few minutes of discussion or other excercies.  To be ready, read the assigned readings before each class.  Mark key pages, underline key passages, and note down the ideas that you think are most important and most relevant to the lectures, the other readings, and the course.  Bring each of your books to every class in which the syllabus lists a reading from that book, so that you can consult the readings during discussion.  

Readings Available for Purchase at the Bookstore
Greer, Thomas H., and Gavin Lewis.  A Brief History of the Western World.  Belmont, Calif.:  Thomson-Wadsworth, 2005.
Wiesner, Ruff, and Wheeler.  Discovering the Western Past:  A Look at the Evidence, 5th ed., Vol. I. Boston:  Houghton-Mifflin, 2004.
Machiavelli, Niccolo.  The Prince.  Any edition.
Beowulf. Penguin Classics edition, trans. by David Wright.  New York:  Penguin, 1957.  Please note that there is a different edition in the bookstore for a different course.

Judith M. Bennet.  Ale, Beer, and Brewsters in England:  Women’s Work in a Changing World. Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 1966.  
Other readings will be placed on reserve or distributed as handouts.

Participation and Attendance

Class participation consists of taking part in class discussions; you can come to every class and still fail this component, so speak up.  Wrong answers are welcome and will not be penalized.  Missing class even once will reduce your class participation grade, for obvious reasons.  Eight or more absences – which none of you will even approach – may result in your failing the course, as provided by Institute policies.  Be there.

The following are valid reasons for an excused absence: illness (use your judgment:  it’s hard to catch up after missing class, but don’t make yourself miserable or the rest of us sick); a death or other family or personal emergency; participation in an official Rose-Hulman-sponsored activity; job interview; religious holiday (for a religion that you practice.)  As part of the requirements for an excused absence, students who meet the criteria may be given extra homework to cover the material they miss.  If you must miss class because you are too sick, please see me as soon as you are well.  Please make arrangements with the instructor before being absent for any non-medical reason.  Only students with excused absences may take a make-up map quiz or exam.  Only students who are excused after the fact for a medical emergency may turn in a paper late without penalty or turn in homework late; all other excuses require you to turn in your assignments early.  

Assignments

This course has three types of assignment.  There are three two- to three-page papers based on the assigned readings, approximately ten homework assignments, and one website evaluation assignment.  I’ll give out details on the web assignment and the papers.  

 
The homeworks will make (or help) you think about the reading before coming to class.  Therefore, I will not accept homework late or outside class except in case of excused absence.  I will give instructions for each homework assignment in class.  Each assignment will be graded check-plus (high A), check (B), or check-minus (D+).  I may give surprise quizzes or extra homework if I think it is necessary to ensure completion of the reading and comprehension of the course.
Rose E-Portfolio Assessment

One of the papers – your choice – must be submitted to your Rose E-portfolio by the end of the course.  Near the end of the quarter I will tell you which assignments fit which categories best.
Map Quiz and Exam

I will distribute details on the map quiz, and a list of places to learn, in class.  The final exam covers the whole course and includes short-answer questions and essays; previous exams are in the Learning Center and details will come out in class.  

Grades

Class Participation
  8%  

Homework

15%
Final Exam
21%

Map Quiz

10%

Three Short Papers
27%

Web Assignment
10%  

Midterm
  
  9% 

Once all grades are averaged in accordance with the table above, they will be rounded to the nearest whole number and assigned a letter grade as follows:  A = 91-100, B+ = 86-90, B = 81-85, C+ = 76-80, C = 71-75, D+ = 66-70, D = 60-65, and F = 59 or less.  Consult http://www.rose-hulman.edu/academicpolicies/#grades for Institute grading policies.

Academic Integrity

The Institute Honor Code prohibits plagiarism and cheating, which it defines as follows:  “Plagiarism is taking the words or ideas of another and presenting them as your own.  Cheating is making use of any assistance on an examination, assignment, or other class project (including written reference materials, help from other students, etc.) beyond that authorized by the professor.”  All work that you submit in this course is to be your own.  It is a good idea to study together and to read and comment on each other’s draft papers, but each student must write a separate paper.  Work submitted in another course may not be resubmitted in this course.  You must cite the source of ideas, facts, and any other information of any kind quoted, paraphrased, or otherwise used in any paper.

Penalties:  For copying or otherwise taking homework from someone else, or copying homework from some other source:  1st time, 0 credit on the homework;  2nd time, a more severe loss of credit, with further action possible, depending on the nature of the case.

For plagiarizing any part of a paper:  1st time, 0 credit on the paper, with a more severe penalty likely depending on the extent of the plagiarism.  Anyone who copies an entire paper from any source will face disciplinary proceedings and penalties up to and including failure in the course.  2nd time:  disciplinary proceedings and failure in the course regardless of the extent of the plagiarism.

Copying from another student, using books or notes, or otherwise cheating on the final:  0 credit on the exam, failure in the course, and disciplinary proceedings.

The student has the right to appeal the instructor's decision to the Institute Rules and Discipline Committee.  ******Always ask the instructor if you are not sure whether you are about to plagiarize or cheat.******

Changes


I reserve the right to change the syllabus at any time; I will give reasonable notice if I add or drop readings or other work.
Confusion, Curiosity, and Contention

Talk to me if you don’t understand something, you want to know more, or you disagree with something I have said.  You can always find me during office hours, and I will be in my office much of the rest of the time as well.  Drop in or make an appointment.

Course Schedule:
Mon., Nov. 29:  West of What?  A brief introduction to Western Civilization and to this class.  Greer and Lewis, “Prologue,” xx-xxix.
Part I:  Ancient Origins (3200 BCE – 500 CE)
(Week 1)

Tues., Nov. 30:  Where did Western civilization start?  Mesopotamia.  Greer and Lewis, 1-49.
Thurs., Dec. 2:  How did water and waterworks influence ancient civilizations?  “The Need for Water in Ancient Societies,” Wiesner, Ruff, and Wheeler (WRW), pp. 1-19.  Homework due.
Fri., Dec. 3:  Egypt; links to online readings will be emailed.
(Week 2)
Mon., Dec. 6:  Ancient Israel.  Greer and Lewis, 48-54; The Book of Amos from the Hebrew Bible aka Old Testament, which may be found at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/ancient/amos-rsv.html.

Tues., Dec. 7:  How did early monotheism and polytheism resemble, influence, and differ from each other?  “Polytheism and Monotheism in the Fertile Crescent, ca 3000-500 B.C.” WRW, pp. 20-53.  Homework due.
Thurs., Dec. 9:  How do we know about early civilizations?  Exercise in archaeology.


****Map Quiz in class, Thursday, Dec. 9.**** 
Fri., Dec. 10:  Early Greece.  Greer and Lewis, 55-63; and the excerpt from the Odyssey that is on the CDROM that came with Greer and Lewis.
(Week 3)

Mon., Dec. 13:  Classical Greece, Greer and Lewis, 64-105.
Tues., Dec. 14:  “The Ideal and the Reality of Classical Athens,” WRW, pp. 54-76.  Homework due.
Thurs., Dec. 16:  Hellenistic Greece 
Fri., Dec. 17:  Thee Hellenistic World 
****First Paper Due in class Fri., Dec. 17.****

There will be no class during Winter Recess, December 18-January 2.

(Week 4)

Mon., Jan. 3:  Early Rome and the Republic (509-27 BCE):  Greer and Lewis, Chap. 3, 106-155.
Tues., Jan 4:  Late Republic

Thurs., Jan 5:  How did the Roman Republic turn into a monarchy, and how did Romans avoid admitting it directly?  “The Achievements of Augustus,” WRW, pp. 77-98.  Homework due.
Fri., Jan 6:  Imperial Rome (27 BCE-476 CE).


****Written web reviews due Fri., Jan. 6, from those choosing topics from before this day.****
(Week 5)
Mon., Jan. 10:  In-class documentary, From Jesus to Christ:  The First Christians:  Greer and Lewis, Chapter 4, 157-183.
Tues., Jan. 11:  Were the Barbarians barbaric?  Germanic Peoples and the Empire:  “Slave Law,” WRW, pp. 100-126; Greer and Lewis, 192-197.
Thurs., Jan. 13:  In-class Midterm
Part II:  The Early Middle Ages (c. 500-1000)

(Week 5, continued)

Fri., Jan. 14:  What was going on in the Eastern Mediterranean?  Byzantium:  Greer and Lewis, 198-202.
(Week 6)

Mon., Jan 17:  What was going on in the old core of Western Civilization?  Islam:  Greer and Lewis, 203-209.  
Tues., Jan. 18:  Where did Europe come from, and why does our text treat it as the new core of Western Civilization?  Greer and Lewis, 210-226.
Thurs., Jan. 20:  The Carolingian Empire

Fri., Jan. 21:  On the fringes for the former Roman Empire:  Beowulf I.  Homework due.
(Week 7)

Mon., Jan. 24:  What is Beowulf’s relationship to Christianity?  Beowulf II

Tues., Jan. 25:  How did Islam and Arab civilization interact with Christian civilization?  Reading on Muslim and Christian in Spain (handout).  Homework due.
Thurs., Jan. 27:  Content TBA
Fri., Jan. 28:  Early Feudalism:  “Development of the Medieval State,” WRW, pp. 127-151.  
****Second paper due in class, Friday, Jan 28.****
Part III:  The High and Late Middle Ages, c. 1000-1500
(Week 8) 

Mon., Jan. 31:  From the Gregorian Revolution to the Crusades:  Greer and Lewis, Chapter 6, 246-284
Tues., Feb. 1:  Politics and Society in the High Middle Ages

Thurs., Feb. 3:  What were the goals of the Crusaders, those who sent them, and those whom they attacked?  “Infidels and Heretics:  Crusades of the High Middle Ages,” WRW, pp. 178-207.  Homework due.  
Fri., Feb. 4:  How did production and economic activity work during the Middle Ages? “Capitalism and Conflict in the Medieval Cloth Trade,” WRW, pp. 208-230.
(Week 9)
Mon., Feb. 7:  How did the lives of ordinary men and women change in the late Middle Ages?  Judith M. Bennet, Ale, Beer, and Brewsters in England:  Women’s Work in a Changing World.  Homework due.
Tues., Feb. 8:  Bennet, cont’d


****Written website reviews due from those choosing topics since week 4.***
Part IV.  Renaissance?
(Week 9, cont’d)

Thurs., Feb. 10:  How did Europeans respond to the “Crisis of the Fourteenth Century”?  Greer and Lewis, 291-303.
Fri., Feb. 11:  How did Renaissance ideas about politics compare to Medieval ideas?  Greer and Lewis, 304-332; Machiavelli, The Prince.  
****Third paper due in Class, Friday, Feb. 11.****
(Week 10)
Mon., Feb. 14:  How did Renaissance ideas change the nature of humanistic and scientific inquiry?  Machiavelli, The Prince, cont’d.; WRW 10, selections TBA.  Homework.
Tues., Feb. 15:  What, if anything, was reborn?  Literature and Politics, Art and Faith in the late Middle Ages:  “Renaissance Man and Woman,” WRW, Chapter 10, selections TBA;  Greer and Lewis, Chapter 8, 335-363.  
Thurs., Feb. 17:  How did Renaissance ideas affect the Church in the Fifteenth Century?  Northern Humanism
Fri., Feb. 18:  Review of the major themes of the course.  Homework due.


****All remaining written website reviews due in class Fri., Feb. 8.****

Final Exam:  As Scheduled by the Registrar.  Do not make any travel plans before you know the date.
