GL 399:  Latin American Urban History:  Plaza to Megalopolis
The Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, Winter Quarter 2003-2004
9th hour, MTRF, D118.

Dr. Samuel Martland, Moench AL 103

Email:  samuel.martland@rose-hulman.edu              Phone:  872-6034               

Office Hours:  5th and 8th hours, MTRF.  You can drop in at other times, too.  My other classes meet 3rd and 4th hours.

When the Spanish invaded Mexico in 1519, they found -- and took over -- a flourishing urban civilization.  The Spanish and Portuguese governments used cities as strongholds of European civilization in their empires.  In the nineteenth century, Latin America's cities often got new technology, new commerce, new social structures, and foreign ideas before the countryside did.  In the twentieth century, mass culture and mass politics took on great importance, while the role of the state expanded dramatically.  By the end of  the twentieth century, Latin America had the world's largest city, Mexico City, and many other crowded, vibrant, glittering, polluted behemoths that dominated their countries.

This course explores how Latin American cities have developed and how people have lived in them.  We will consider many facets of city life and urban development, from sports and entertainment to jobs and waterworks.  In particular, we will look at how people have tried to use technology, mass politics, and other tools to make their cities better.      


The issues that we consider in urban history are some of the key themes in the history of Latin America and of the world:  economic development, class and race relations, political action, violence, public and private space, crime, health, and notions of civilization and progress.  
Goals and Methods:

At the end of this course you will be able to explain some of the major processes and ideas that have shaped cities and city life in Latin America.  Moreover, you will have a better understanding of both Latin America overall and cities in general.  You will also write more clearly, make stronger arguments, and find suitable evidence for those arguments.  The writing and critical analysis that you do in this class will serve you well in almost any endeavor you later take up.  


This course will let you learn this knowledge and these skills by working like a historian.  You will read two monographs (i.e., books based on original research on a relatively narrow topic), one novel, several scholarly research articles, and many primary sources (i.e., those produced by the people being studied, as opposed to by the people doing the studying.)  You will discuss these readings, and write about them in connection with others that you find for yourself.  You will also read and discuss each other’s research and writing.  Doing history yourself will help you understand – and hopefully enjoy – Latin American urban history.  
Research Paper:
In the second week of the quarter, each student will pick a city and urban issue or issues to study.  You will compile a preliminary bibliography of 3 books, 3 scholarly articles, and 1-2 relevant websites, and write a one-paragraph proposal explaining what you are interested in reading and writing about.  After discussing this proposal and bibliography with the professor and class, you will compile an annotated bibliography on the subject and revise your proposal into a doable plan for research.  You will then read the books and journal articles on your revised bibliography, and write a draft paper on your topic.  Your revised proposal may turn out to be part of your paper.  In the ninth week, you will give your draft to the professor and the other students, and give an oral presentation of your work so far, using any materials you think are helpful.  With the comments you get on your paper and proposal, you will revise your draft into your final version.   
Response Questions 
On each of the five days listed, write two questions about the readings.  The questions should deal with what you think are the most important ideas in the readings; they should not ask for small details, people’s names, etc.  The questions will be graded check-plus (high A), check (B), or check-minus (D+).
Books (Available for Purchase at the RHIT Bookstore):
Amado, Jorge.  Gabriela Clove and Cinnamon.
Cope, R. Douglas.  The Limits of Racial Domination:  Plebeian Society in Colonial Mexico City, 1660-1720.  

Guillermoprieto, Alma.  Samba.  1990.

Joseph, Gilbert M., and Mark D. Szuchman, eds.  I Saw a City Invincible:  Urban Portraits of Latin America.  Wilmington, Del.:  Scholarly Resources, 1996.

Rotker, Susana, ed, in collaboration with Katherine Goldman.  Citizens of Fear:  Urban Violence in Latin America.  New Brunswick, NJ : Rutgers University Press, 2002.

A few other readings will be distributed as handouts.

Grades:

Participation 
15%

Response papers 15%


Preliminary Proposal and bibliography 10%


Revised Proposal and Bibliography 5%


Draft 7%

Critique of someone else’s draft 3%

Presentation 5%


Final paper 40%


A list major cities, countries, and natural features to learn for the map quiz will be distributed.

Course Schedule:
Part I:  Conquest and Colonialism

(Week 1: ) 
Monday, March 8:  Introduction:  Slideshow of various Latin American Cities

Tuesday, March 9:  Mark D. Szuchman, “The City as Vision – The Development of Urban Culture in Latin America,” in Joseph and Szuchman, pp. 1-32.

Thursday, March 11:  The Conquest and Established cities:  Jacques Soustelle, “Daily Life of the Aztecs on the Eve of the Spanish Conquest,” in Joseph and Szuchman, pp. 33-46; and Charles Gibson, The Aztecs under Spanish Rule, excerpt in Joseph and Szuchman, pp. 47-58.

Friday, March 12:  Possible time for a field trip.  Terre Haute through a historian’s glasses.  Meet at Professor’s office, AL 103. 
(Week 2:  The Conquest and New Cities)

Monday, Mar. 15, Library orientation (class time; meet at library circulation desk.)

Tuesday, Mar. 16:  Bernabé Cobó, “Viceregal Lima in the Seventeenth Century,” in Joseph and Szuchman, pp. 59-70; Excerpt from Laws of the Indies, pp. 6-19 (handout).

Thursday, Mar. 18:  Juan Agustín García, “Colonial Buenos Aires,” in Joseph and Szuchman, pp. 71-84.

****Preliminary research proposal and bibliography due Friday, March 19.****

Friday, Mar. 19:  Luis dos Santos Vilenha, “Bahia in the Late Colonial Period,” in Joseph and Szuchman, pp. 85-102.
(Week 3:  Race and and Class in the Colonial City:  the case of Mexico City)
Monday, Mar. 15:  Discuss research proposals.

Tuesday, Mar. 16:  Cope, The Limits of Racial Domination, chapters 1-3.
Thursday, Mar. 18, Cope, chapters 4-5.
Friday, Mar. 19, Cope, chapter 6 and conclusion.

Part II:  Independence, Nation-Building, Trade, and “Progress,” 1800-1930
(Week 4)
Monday, March 22:  Gilberto Leite de Barros, “The Transformation of São Paulo,” in Joseph and Szuchman, pp. 149-164.
Tuesday, March 23:  Miguel Samper, “Bogotá in the Nineteenth Century,” in Joseph and Szuchman, pp. 103-118.

Thursday, March 25:  TBA.
****Revised proposals and annotated bibliographies due Friday, March 25.****
Friday, March 26:  Discuss revised proposals and annotated bibliographies.

(Week 5:  The State, Modernity, and Protest in the Turn-of-the-Century City)
Monday, March 29:  Juan Alvarez, “Buenos Aires in the Early Twentieth Century,” in Joseph and Szuchman, pp. 133-149.
Tuesday, March 30:  James A. Baer, “Buenos Aires:  Housing Reform and the Decline of the Liberal State in Argentina,” in Pineo and Baer, pp. 129-152 (handout).
Thursday, April. 1:  Martland, draft article on Valparaíso, about 20 pages (handout); explore Valparaíso CD-ROM in class.
Friday, April 2:  Anton Rosenthal, “Dangerous Streets:  Trolleys, Labor Conflict, and the Reorganization of Public Space in Montevideo, Uruguay,” in Pineo and Baer, pp. 30-52 (handout).

(Week 6: Progress and the City/Historical fiction)

Amado, Gabriela Clove and Cinnamon
****Response papers on Amado due Monday, April 19.****
Day-by-day topic divisions TBA.
Part III:  Megalopolis, 1920-2002

(Week 7:  Popular Culture, Precarious Neighborhoods, and Life in Huge Cities) (2-3 days) 
****Response papers on Guillermoprieto due Monday, April 26.****
Monday, April 26:  Guillermoprieto, Samba, entire
Tuesday, April 27:  Continued.
Thursday, April 29:  Carolina Maria de Jesus, “Another Sao Paulo,” Joseph and Szuchman, 165-180.

Friday, April 30:  Mexico City:  Joseph and Szuchman, 181-201:  Kandell, “Mexico’s Megalopolis”.

(Week 8: Types of Cities)  
Monday, May 3:  Planned capitals – La Plata and Brasilia 
Tuesay, May 4:  Continued.
Thursday, May 6:  Company Towns


Lukas, Cartoons of Sewell (handout)


http://www.dickinson.edu/departments/amos/mosaic01pat/ The Patagonia Mosaic “Migration, Work, and Community in Comodoro Rivadavia and its Oil Company Towns”, an interdisciplinary research project carried out in 2001 by history and sociology faculty and students from the US and Argentina.  Read the introductory page and two of the research project reports.
Friday, May 7:  Time off for writing.
(Week 9:  Authoritarianism, Opposition, and Violence)
****Drafts due in class Monday, May 10****

Monday, May 10:  Rotker, Citizens of Fear, chapters TBA
Tuesday, May 11:  same

Thursday, May 13:  same

****Critiques due in class Friday, May 14****
Friday, May 14:  In-class presentations of papers

(Week 10:  What’s happening now)
Discussion of articles on current events.  Articles will be handouts.
****Final versions of papers due Thursday, May 20****

There is no final exam.

