
ME123 Computer Programming

Day 4

• Quiz 

• “For” loops

• Tables with “For” loops

• (Exercises) 
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“For” loops

“For” loops are used to do repetitive tasks

Start at m=1

End when m=4

So it prints 4 
times
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“For” loops

You can do things with the “loop variable” m 
inside the loop 

ME123 Computer Programming

“For” loops

The loop variable can have any valid variable 
name
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“For” loops

For loops increment by 1 each time unless you 
give a different increment value

Start at 1, increment by 2, 
end at (or before) 8

1, 3, 5, 7, then done
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“For” loops

For loops can go from high to low with a 
negative increment
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“For” loops

Some loops don’t execute at all

(Nothing prints.)

Start value (5) is already bigger than end value (1)

increment (1) is positive
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“For” loops

Some loops don’t execute at all

(Nothing prints.)

Start value (1) is already smaller than end value (5)

increment (-1) is negative
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“For” loops

Loop variables can be floating point numbers
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“For” loops

Stop a loop with “control-c” if you get too much 
output.  

Click in the command window, hold down Ctrl 
and c at the same time. 

will print 
500000
lines!

You may need to 
keep hitting 
control-c until 
Matlab pays 
attention to you
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Tables with “For” loops

For loops are good for making tables

Title and row 
headings print 
once– outside 
and before the 
loop

Inside the loop we 
just print the 
numbers– no
words
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Tables with “For” loops

Be careful when printing to a file in a For loop

Open file 
before you start 
any printing

Close file after 
you finish the 
entire loop


