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Technical report rubric


	Category
	Exemplary (16)
	Good (12)
	Needs work (6)
	Unsatisfactory (3/0)

	Goal and conclusions
	Unambiguous, germane, and correspond one-to-one. 
	
	Ambiguous or lack one-to-one correspondence. 
	

	System and model
	Correct, unambiguous, 
and reproducible.  
	Reproducible, but some inferences need to be made from the information given.
	Special knowledge needed to fill in gaps in the report. 
	Superficial attempt. 

	Experimental procedure
	Correct, unambiguous, 
and reproducible.  
	Reproducible, but some inferences need to be made from the information given.
	Special knowledge needed to fill in gaps in the report. 
	Paraphrases lab handout. 

	Results and discussion
	Unambiguous explanations of what each result is and what it means.  
	Fair treatment but some compare/contrast features overlooked. 
	Additional intellectual effort needed. 
	Superficial attempt to discuss the results.  

	Technical soundness
	Assertions throughout are true, unambiguous, and supported by evidence. 
	
	Errors of fact or method. 
	

	Graphs, schematics,  tables, and  equations
	Formatting merits imitation. 
	Expectations are generally met with minor exceptions. Good effort. 
	Guidelines we have emphasized have been neglected.
	Superficial attempt to meet the graphics guidelines. 

	Grammar, syntax, and punctuation
	Technical writing merits imitation.
	Good use of technical vocabulary.  Minor mistakes with grammar and punctuation.
	Poor use of technical vocabulary.  Repeated mistakes with grammar 
and punctuation.  
	Reads as if it were an unedited first draft. 

	
	
	
	Total
	/100




Introduction

Note that the first paragraph after a heading is not indented.

This is filler text.  Delete it and replace it with the appropriate text and evidence for this section of your technical report.

Equations are correctly formatted in the method of analysis section.  Copy the formatting for your equations.

Tables are numbered consecutively.  Similarly, figures and equations are numbered consecutively.

The main body text of your report should use a serif font (like the Palatino used here).


Experimental system

Do not start a new page for a new section except for “widow/orphan” control.

This is filler text.  Delete it and replace it with the appropriate text and evidence for this section of your technical report.


System model

This is filler text.  Delete it and replace it with the appropriate text and evidence for this section of your technical report.


Experimental procedure

This is filler text.  Delete it and replace it with the appropriate text and evidence for this section of your technical report.


Data

This is filler text.  Delete it and replace it with the appropriate text and evidence for this section of your technical report.



Method of analysis

Identifying standard form parameters from the step response data

[bookmark: _GoBack]To estimate the system’s natural frequency , damping ratio , and static gain , we assume the system is an ideal, linear, second-order system.  …

For an ideal second-order system that is underdamped, the logarithmic decrement  may be calculated according to 
	
	
	(XX)


where  and  are the first and second peak values, respectively, and  is the steady-state value.  …

The static gain  may then be calculated from  and the steady-state value  using
	
	
	(XX)


Identifying physical parameters assuming viscous friction only

…
	
	
	(XX)


respectively.


Refining the model to obtain a better fit of model to data

When plotted on the same axes as the data, the simulation results for the original model (XX) reveal that …

Comparing the original and refined models

…


Results and discussion

This is filler text.  Delete it and replace it with the appropriate text and evidence for this section of your technical report.


Conclusions

This is filler text.  Delete it and replace it with the appropriate text and evidence for this section of your technical report.


Appendix A – A descriptive title

This is filler text.  Delete it and replace it with the appropriate text and content for an appendix.

Direct evidence that supports assertions of your primary narrative belong in the body of the report, NOT in an appendix.

My best advice is to ask me before putting anything in an appendix.




Appendix B – A descriptive title

This is filler text.  Delete it and replace it with the appropriate text and content for an appendix.

Direct evidence that supports assertions of your primary narrative belong in the body of the report, NOT in an appendix.

My best advice is to ask me before putting anything in an appendix.

