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(hence these are known as ‘peer reviewed’ journals). A list of political science journals is 
available on the American Political Science Association’s website. Journal articles can be easily 
accessed via the JSTOR and Academic Search Premier databases available on the Logan Library 
website. Both have full text (PDF) versions of articles, but JSTOR does not have more recent 
years (i.e., since 2006) available. If you are unsure about a particular publication, please ask me. 
Readings for the syllabus can be used, but do not count toward your reference requirements. A 
citation guide is available from the course website to show you how to properly construct your 
bibliography. Your abstract and bibliography should be typed, double-spaced, stapled (no paper 
clips, please!) and include a cover page with your name and proposed research subject. 
Bibliographies should be listed alphabetically by author for all sources. NOTE: If you topic 
and bibliography are not up to standard, it will be returned to you for revision.   
 
2. Progress Report (due Jan. 21st): It is always tempting to put off a project until the last 
minute. The purpose of the progress report is to ensure that you don’t do that! Your progress 
report should briefly summarize your research findings so far. You started with a research 
question and various sub-questions. What answers have you found so far? Which questions do 
still have to answer? What new questions have been raised? Given this, what are your 
preliminary conclusions? 
 
Second, you need to turn in an annotated bibliography. An annotated bibliography includes 
short summaries of the references being cited. In this case, I want a brief summary of the 
content of the source and an explanation of how this article helps you to answer your research 
question and/or which specific sub-question it addresses. As with the original bibliography, you 
should include at least seven sources, although they need not be the same seven sources cited in 
Part 1 of the assignment.  
 
3. Research Paper (due Feb 11th): There is no set format, but your paper should describe the 
policy problem or issue, outline the main perspectives and/or alternative policies dealing with 
the issue, and discuss the particular explanation or solution that you would advocate. This is a 
research paper, so you must provide substantial and valid evidence to support your 
conclusions. Your final paper should be typed, double-spaced, stapled and include: (a) a 
separate title page with your name and title; (b) an introduction that contains your research 
question and a clearly elaborated thesis (i.e., your answer to the question); (c) he body of your 
paper with appropriate citations; and (d) a bibliography listing all sources cited in the paper and 
those used in writing the paper, even if not directly cited. As an appendix, include copies of 
your submissions for Parts 1 and 2 of this assignment (I want to see the progression from 
beginning to end). Your paper will be graded on the quality of your research, the strength of 
your argument (i.e., is it logical? supported by the evidence?), and the quality of your writing. 
 
 
During all phases of this project PLEASE COME TALK WITH ME if you have ANY 
QUESTIONS about any aspect of the assignment. 


